Report on Minutes of Education Finance Board
15th December 2009
Date
15.12.09

Topic
Minutes of Meeting held on 19th November, 2009
The Minutes of the twelfth meeting were adopted.
Matters arising from the Minutes
A discussion took place regarding the creation of a link on the Education
Finance Board website to the Justice for Magdalenes website. The Board
agreed that a separate page would be created on the EFB website for groups
that may be of interest to former residents but not necessarily eligible for
funding under the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (Amendment) act
2005.

Decision

Noted

It was proposed to have the forms in relation to Designated Directorships
under the Ethics in Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001 signed and available at
the next meeting of the Board in order to be lodged with the Standards in
Public Office Commission before 31st January 2010.
The Chairperson stated that he had been informed that the Secretary General
of the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources is
reviewing the Revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies
with a view to proposing suitable amendments appropriate to the
circumstances of smaller organisations. Contact will be maintained with DES
with regard to progress.
Agreed
Notifications of Motions
No Notices of Motions were received for this meeting.
Correspondence.
There was no correspondence for this meeting.
Approvals, Appeals and Queries
The Secretary informed the Board that since the last meeting there had been
three approval meetings.
There were 229 approvals in respect of 206 applicants to a total value of
€199,566.34. The Board also processed 3 applications under reasonable
expectation to a total value of €10,514. The breakdown of the approvals is as
follows: former resident 60 (26.20%); child 109 (47.60%); grandchild 51
(22.27%); spouse 8 (3.49%); stepchild 1 (0.44%). The country analysis is:
Ireland 202 (88.21%); UK 27 (11.79%).
Criteria
The Board considered the necessity of the former resident’s signature on all
applications submitted by relatives of former resident’s to the Board. It was
agreed that in certain circumstances the signature of the former resident is not
absolutely necessary under the provisions of the Commission to Inquire into
Child Abuse (Amendment) Act 2005 and that an application without the
endorsement of the former resident may be considered by the Board.
Publicity
It was agreed to defer until the next meeting the UK Support Groups issues,
such as verification of documents being sent from the UK to the EFB, group

The Board also agreed
that documentation
required by the Ad Hoc
Committee as proof of
residency is eligible for
future applications to the
Board.

education courses and advance notice of changing the criteria.
Finance
The Chairperson reported to the Board on a meeting between the Finance
Committee and the Accountants to the Board on the Draft Internal Financial
Controls Review 2009.

Noted

NTMA Report: The total Fund value on 30.11.09 was €5,599,015.44.
CDVEC requested a draw-down from NTMA.
CDVEC Financial Statement to November 2009

Noted
Noted and agreed
Noted

IT and Communication Requirements
An assessment will take place on the needs of the Board regarding further
developments to the database.

Noted

Staffing
There were no matters for consideration at this meeting.
AOB
The Chairperson expressed his appreciation to the Board members for their
attendance and their service to the Board in the performance of its statutory
obligations during 2009.

