Report on Minutes of Education Finance Board
15th October, 2009
Date
Topic
15.10.09 Minutes of meeting held on 24th September 2009
The minutes of the ninth meeting were adopted.
Matters arising from the Minutes
The Chairperson had contacted the Department of Education and Science regarding
the Revised Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies to consider how
the Code might be adapted in the Board’s case and a meeting to explore this issue
will be arranged in the near future.

Decision

Noted

Noted
Notification of Motions
No Notices of Motions were received for this meeting.
Correspondence
Two copies of the amended letter as approved by the Board at its last meeting as
sent to the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and the Principal Officer,
Residential Institutions Redress Unit, DES were noted by the Board.
Letter from the Residential Institutions Redress Unit regarding requirements under
the National Public Procurement Policy noting that in the annual report to the
Minister the Chairperson should affirm adherence to the relevant procurement policy.
The Board was informed that the Board deals with its procurement needs under the
CDVEC Corporate Procurement Plan and follows the standards of practice as laid
down by that organisation, as per the EFB and CDVEC Service Agreement 2007 and
the EFB has set in place internal authorising procedures that meet the standards of
practice within CDVEC.

Noted

Noted

Invitations to the Chairperson and the Secretary of the Board to the Annual Mass of
Remembrance for deceased and living members of the Irish Industrial School
system from Right of Place, Cork.

Noted

Letter to the Minister for Education & Science confirming that the Board has
appropriate measures in place to ensure compliance with prescribed procedures,
which are facilitated by the assistance of CDVEC, to ensure efficiency and
effectiveness in respect of expenditure of public funds.
Approvals, Appeals and Queries
There were 147 approvals in respect of 129 applicants to a total value of
€121,647.48. The Board also processed 5 applications under reasonable
expectation to a total value of €10,667.54. The breakdown of the approvals is as
follows: former resident 34 (23.13%); child 73 (49.66%); grandchild 33 (22.45%);
spouse 6 (4.08%); stepchild 1 (0.68%). The country analysis is: Ireland 122
(82.99%); UK 25 (17.01%);
Criteria
It was agreed to amend the criteria to further clarify the meaning of a lifeskills course
and to include the category of PSV driver’s licence training course under truck or
minibus lessons.
Publicity
The Board was informed that a meeting had been held with Faoiseamh Counselling
Service and the organisation had expressed an interest in creating a link with the
EFB in order to keep their clients fully informed as to what was available for them as
Former Residents of Institutions.
The Board approved the invoice for the interpreter services for the publicity meeting
with the Irish Deaf Women’s Group on 16th October.

Noted

Noted

The Board was informed that further groundwork had been done on the visual leaflet
to help applicants to the Board with literacy issues.

The Board will be kept
updated as to progress.

A discussion took place on persons from former resident support groups and
outreach services, approved by the Board, who would be accredited certifiers for
original documentation.
Visual examples of rubber stamps that could be used were shown to the Board.
The Board agreed to explore the possibility of holding clinics with support
organisations whereby issues surrounding applications could be examined, provided
the office could be briefed beforehand in order that they would have the relevant
information to hand.
Finance
The quotation for the Board’s requirement to review annually the System of Internal
Financial Control was approved by the Board. A timetable will be drawn up to
ensure the work is completed during the current financial year.
NTMA Report: The total Fund value on 30.0.09 was €5,995,524.76.
CDVEC requested draw-down from the National Treasury Management Agency.
City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee (CDVEC) Financial Statement to
September 2009.

Noted
Noted and agreed.
Noted

IT and Communication Requirements
The quotation for the nightly remote service back-up services was approved.
A document outlining the further developments to the database to ensure information
storage, remote access to the server by the database designer and applicants to the
fund applying online was presented to the Board.
Staffing
The issues arising under this heading were noted.
Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting was agreed as Thursday 19th November at 10.00 hrs.
in Frederick Court.

These issues will be
discussed further at the next
meeting.

